Chapter 1

The Tide of War

Confederation News Brief: January 31st, 2656

(2656.031)

Cats Capture Carrier


A Kilrathi Strike Force attacked the Rostov system yesterday with disastrous results. It is confirmed by the Confederation Navy that a Concordia Class Carrier, the TCS Wellington (CV-26) was ambushed a captured by a contingent of Kilrathi Marines. The Wellington was standing guard on the Rostov-Kurasawa Jump point when it was attacked by a carrier group consisting of no less than 2 Ma’jaka class carriers along a Fralthra class cruiser. This sighting has been the first reported of a Fralthra in Confed space. A quick torpedo launch by the point destroyer of the group disabled the Wellington’s launch bay. With only 12 fighters to defend against an enemy force of at least 130, the defenses were overwhelmed and the fighters, as well as the Tallahassee class cruiser TCS Mobile (CA-36) and the TCS Murphy (DD-1649), an Exeter class destroyer. The TCS William Tell (DG-424), a Gilgamesh class destroyer was seriously damaged as it retreated through the Rostov-Hubble’s Star Jump point. Forces from the Bengal Class Strike Carrier TCS Kyoto (CV-10) attempted to retake the Wellington but were forced to withdraw when the Kyoto took a torpedo hit to the bridge, disabling her. The Wellington then jumped out towards Kurasawa and has been sighted heading for the jump-point for the cat controlled Hyperion system. She is being pursued by forces from the Ranger Class Carrier TCS Victory (CV-40).
