The John Paul Jones class of frigate began its development in late 2682 after the first Nephilim crisis. Battle group commanders noted that the Barracuda corvettes used by the Nephilim were far too maneuverable to be targeted effectively by larger capital ships, such as the Murphy class destroyer. They also wanted a capital ship which could be an effective close in torpedo delivery vehicle. A final criteria was a ship for light escort duty that would travel with a transport. BuShips issued the criteria to all Confederation Shipbuilders for a vessel with the following characteristics. Confed wanted a ship in the following of the great hero’s words. ‘Give me a fast ship, for I intend to go in harms way’.
· A length of between two and three hundred meters.

· A top speed of 275 kps

· High maneuverability 

· Adequate torpedo armament for strikes on capital ships.

The offices of BuShips were literally deluged with designs from all the manufacturers and a few entrepreneurs as well. Finally, on July 1st, 2684, the contract was awarded to little known Calverton Shipyards in Niffelheim. Construction began immediately on the first unit of the class, TCS John Paul Jones FF-1035. Construction commenced on September 2nd, 2684 and the ship was launched from its berth over Niffelheim II on February 14th, 2685. Initial test runs uncovered a flaw with the engine assembly. The small nozzles allowed precise directional thrust to be exerted on the ship but the small nozzles began to melt at high speeds when temperatures are high. The ship was returned into dock and the nozzles were swapped for those with higher heat resistance. After builders trials were concluded, the class was authorized for full production. Fifty units will be completed by April 2686.
Specs:

	Length
	287 Meters (941 Feet)

	Mass: 
	17,700 tons

	Velocity Max/Cruise:
	287/170 kps

	Y/P/R
	8/9/8 dps

	Bridge Armor:
	1000 cm

	Engine Armor
	1100 cm

	Hull Armor:
	800 cm

	Shields:
	2000 cm

	Armament:
	(05) Dual Laser Turret (02) Torpedo Tube

	Crew
	678


