Confed Carriers

Ranger class Light Carrier

Hull designation: CV

The Ranger class Carrier was principally designed as a reconnaissance craft platform to guide battlefleets into combat zones, disable mine fields, and provide for an active defense for the Battleships against opponent fighters, small attack craft and missiles. At the outbreak of the Kilrathi War these ships were not really equipped for the type of intense fleet action that would persist throughout most of the war. Over the next 35 years, these ships would continually be updated and refit to meet the most current needs of the Confederation. Several units survived the war and were decommissioned or sold to private forces by 2671. Pilots from the TCS Victory were responsible for flying the mission that ended the war in 2669.

TCS Ranger (2580, commissioned in 2584)

TCS Conquest (2584)

TCS Excalibur (2589)

TCS Thron (2592)

TCS Balder (2594)

TCS Horus (2599)

TCS Ark Royal (1) (2601, destroyed by terrorist action near Locanda IV in 2613)

TCS Vera Cruz (2605)

TCS Gaza (2607)

TCS Manzikert (2610)

TCS Alencon (2612)

TCS Arthur C. Milner (2614)

TCS Cowpens (2618)

TCS San Jacinto (2619)

TCS Langley (2621)

TCS Ticonderoga (2623)

TCS Defiance (2625)

TCS Foch (2628)

TCS Clemenceau (2630)

TCS Glorious (2632)

TCS Furious (2633, not commissioned until 2634)

TCS Wellington (2634, not commissioned until 2636)

TCS Victory (2634) (Assigned CV-40 designation in 2669)

Bengal class Strike Carrier

Hull designation: CV

The Bengal class was a major improvement over the older Ranger class Light Carrier. These ships were several meters smaller in length, but were much more dense and compact. In fact the flight-II Bengals  would be one of the heaviest carriers (tonnage wise) to enter service until the Lexington class. The Bengals also had extremely powerful engines and a massive torpedo battery. Essentially, these ships were devised before first contact with the Kilrathi and were not really suited for fleet attack, but could easily defend themselves in the case of a destroyer or cruiser incursion. The primary role of these ships was to strike ground targets with a veritable assortment of atmospheric strike craft. 

The second flight of Bengal-class Carriers added length, beam and tonnage to the overall hull which provided added room for newer command-and-control centers as well as fighter fuel and weapons storage. By 2654, Confed had began working on a replacement for the 1st flight of Bengals. These new ships were essentially improvements over the 2nd flight which had begun entering service in 2644. 

1st Flight (2619-2635, 17 units)

TCS Bengal (2619)

TCS Hattin (2620), lost during the Epsilon initiative

TCS Shokaku (2621), lost during the Venice Offensive

TCS Hindenburg (2622), lost during the Venice Offensive

TCS Antilles (2623), lost at the battle of McAuliffe

TCS Soryu (2624), lost at the battle of McAuliffe

TCS Beacontree (2625) 

TCS Akagi (2626)

TCS Zukaku (2627)

TCS Hiryu (2628)

TCS Hindenburg (2629)

TCS Actium (2630)

TCS Revolution (2631)

TCS Invincible (1) (2632)

TCS Lorraine (2633)

TCS Punjab (2634)

TCS Cheshire (2635)

2nd Flight (2644-2656, 12 units)

TCS Tiger's Claw (2644, held the designation CV-07 in 2654)

TCS Kipling (2645)

TCS Eagle's Talon (2646)

TCS Jackal (2647)

TCS Trafalgar (2648)

TCS Wolfhound (2649)

TCS Kyoto (2650)

TCS Jackal (2651)

TCS Exeter (2652)

TCS Fenris (2653)

TCS Sirius (2654)

TCS Hawkwood (2655)

TCS Panther (2656)

Coral Sea class Heavy Fleet Carrier

Hull designation: CV

In the early part of 2620, Confed acknowledged the usefulness of a fleet carrier that could take an independent part of warfare from the battlefleet. Development of the class took many years due to the fact that the politics of the day were shifted away from a war economy. When first contact with the Kilrathi was established in 2629, and the assesement of Kilrathi naval forces completed, the ship moved along much faster. There was a debate over what would be required in a possible war with the Kilrathi; a fleet of a few heavy carriers that were expensive to produce and hard to maintain, or one that had a simpler, more modular fleet carrier that could be mass produced more easily. The opposition one out in Confed circles and the Coral Sea class was abandoned, not before though the first ship of the class, the TCS Coral Sea CV-1 was completed and commissioned in 2630. Unfortunately, the Coral Sea was lost only a few years later during the battle of McAuliffe. 

TCS Coral Sea CV-01, completed: 2630, destroyed, battle of McAuliffe

Concordia class Fleet Carrier

Hull designation: CV

The Concordia class carrier became the premiere carrier of the Kilrathi war. Easily manufactured and refit friendly, the Concordia's flexibility and endurance ensured that she would never grow too old, like previous classes. The hull was based on the previous Ranger class (due to its simplicity) as opposed to the more complicated Bengal or Coral Sea class ships. During the arms race prior to McAuliffe, the Great Assembly authorized a construction programme of 70 units to be completed at the rapid pace of 8 ships every 5 fiscal years! The order was scaled back slightly to 66 ships, but still the pace would keep the class constucting until the 70's! Later, the war requirements would bring many of these ships online far earlier than there scheduled time. Originally it had been envisioned that these ships would be built CV-02 to CV-71. Due to the fact that Confed knew in a time of war that other carrier classes would later become avaliable, these numbers were not actually assigned until the commissioning ceremony.Throughout the war it would also become common to change hull numbers to foul enemy intelligence. These carriers would undergo numerous changes in armament and arrangement over the years as greater technology became avaliable. With the conclusion of hostilities in 2669 and the reduction in forces in the 2670s, 60 had actually entered service.

1st Block 2629-2634

TCS Concordia (1) 

TCS Kiel

TCS Intrepid 

TCS Ark Royal (2)

TCS Hurricane 

TCS Buccaneer 

TCS Buffalo 

TCS Tyson 

2nd Block 2635-2640

TCS Kirsk 

TCS Yorktown (1) 

TCS Hood 

TCS McAuliffe 

TCS Martin Luther King, Jr. 

TCS Potemkin 

TCS Coronado 

TCS Cape Esperance 

3rd Block 2641-2646

TCS Saratoga (1) (2641, lost during the Enigma sector campaign of 2656)

TCS Medusa 

TCS Justice 

TCS Liberty (not commissioned until 2652 due to engine balancing problems, CV-21 in 2668)

TCS Petrov 

TCS Euralius 

TCS Freedom 

TCS Jefferson 

4th Block 2647-2652

TCS Washington

TCS Truman 

TCS Vinson 

TCS Eisenhower (1) (2648, lost in combat 2661)

TCS Viking 

TCS Winterrowd (2651)

TCS Austerlitz

TCS Cambria  

5th Block 2653-2658

TCS Verdun 

TCS Moskva 

TCS Petrograd (2659) 

TCS Illustrious 

TCS Valiant 

TCS Gambit (2661) 

TCS Yorktown (2) (2657, lost in battle 2663)

TCS Chez M. Penney 

6th Block 2659-2664

TCS Republic 

TCS Ark Royal (3) 

TCS Lexington (2664, lost in the Battle of Earth, reconstructed, see below, this vessels original construction always had design problems and was scheduled for retirement in 2669 to make way for a new carrier called Lexington)

TCS Kennedy 

TCS Viper  

TCS Alexander Hamilton

TCS Invincible 

TCS Kinney CV-52

7th Block 2665-2670

TCS Arthur Balfour (2666, lost in combat 2666)

TCS Winston Churchill (2666, lost in combat 2666)

TCS Hermes (2668, assigned the CV-33 designation in 2668)

TCS Saratoga (2) (2668, assigned the CV-39 designation in 2668)

TCS Rene Descartes (2667, lost in combat 2668, 6th Munro offensive)

TCS Lincoln (completed, January 2669)

TCS Armageddon (pushed into service early, March 2669, assigned the CV-57 designation in 2669)

TCS Bradshaw (pushed into service, May 2669, assigned the CV-58 designation in 2669)

8th Block 2671-2675 (completed post-war)

TCS Princeton (2) (commissioned 2673, stolen by the Union of Border Worlds, assigned CV-48 after the 40-series carriers were decommissioned)

TCS Lexington reconstruction (completed in 2673, disabled in the same year, decommissioned, assigned CV-44 after the 40-series carriers were decommissioned)

TCS Ark Royal (4) (2673, decommissioned 2705)

TCS Kalamazoo (2672, decommissioned 2705)

Remaining ships cancelled.

Jutland class Attack Carrier

Hull designation: CVA 

These ships were in the development stage as early as 2650 to eventually replace the few surviving flight-I Bengal class Strike Carriers. The Jutland corrects many of the flaws that even the 2nd Flight refit of the Bengal class didn't address. For one, the deck design of the Bengal class, while able to survive heavy damage was prone to lauch delays and it was difficult to launch many fighters quickly, like in a magnum launch situation. The Jutland's through-deck design was more liable to be damaged, but fighters could launch and land simultaneously. This system proved to be more flexible in the long-run and continued to be integrated into carrier philosophy into the 2670s with the Vesuvius class. 

The initial program approved by Confed was for one ship to be constructed per year until 2667. This would replace the survivors of Flight-1 and two units of Flight-2 of the Bengal class on a one-to-one basis. Unfortunately, Confed engineers saw the newly acquired technology of the Sivar dreadnaught as a key to ending the war quickly. The rapid development of the Terran Confederation class Dreadnaught caused many other alternative programmes to be cancelled due to lack of avaliable funding. Thankfully the Senate and the military agreed that development and work had progressed to a point on several of these ships to make it fiscally not worthwhile to cancel them. Four ships had been completed and commissioned, the TCS Coral Sea survived the war.

TCS Jutland (2657)

TCS Trafalgar (2) (2658)

TCS Leyte Gulf (2659)

TCS Coral Sea (2660)

Terran Confederation class Dreadnought

Hull designation: CVS

The Terran Confederation class starship was envisioned to be the tool that would singly defeat the Kilrathi. Throughout the war, Terran Intellegence had determined that due to the Kilrathi production capability, volume of space they controlled, and  to some respect their technological edge over humanity, a distinct and very final 'solution' would have to be created to ensure victory. Many black projects had been initiated from the 'GE program' to the 'Temblor project'. When pilots from the TCS Tiger's Claw had destroyed the Sivar dreadnaught in 2655 and returned to Confed space with some of the wreckage of that ship, Confed considered building a 'Sivar' of their own. The proton-gravitation weapon was quickly modified to Confed technology. The energy requirements of the new weapon, called in most circles the Phase-Transit Cannon, were so enormous that Navy proposed designing a new warship from the keel up with the distict purpose of using this new weapon. Development time was very short, within three years, the hull of the TCS Terran Confederation was launched. Within the next two years weapons mounts would be equipped and a large fighter contingent would be installed (120 fighters typical). 

There were some basic inherrent flaws in the design though. For one, the newly improved phase shield technology would regularly fail in or around the fighter bays and leave the launch/landing capability of these ships disabled from a relatively small amount of damage. Further, while these ships always faired well against other capital ships, torpedo damage would cause a much higher amount of damage than what was considered normal. 

All-in-all, as long as the main battery was functional, Confed would continue production at a rate of one ship every other year. Unfortunately, there were problems with the PTC as early as 2661 when the use of the gun by the class ship left her without any power or shields for nearly four minutes while in the middle of combat. Kilrathi fighters took advantage of the situation and blasted up the flight bays and the main bridge (killing a good portion of the command staff including Admiral Richard Thompson and Captain Maurice de Craon) [Incident shown on the box art of Wing Commander II]. 

Confed brought the battered ship into drydock and begun repairs. The TCS Concordia was then launched, the third ship in the war to bear that name. Throughout the early 60s there were intermitent problems with the main gun. Enough to make Confed seriously reconsider the entire class.

Then in 2664, the TCS Terran Confederation again used the gun in combat. This time though, there was an explosion in the primary particle accelerator. The entire ship and crew was vaporized in less than 3 seconds. Confed immediately put a halt on construction of further units and sent out a general notice to the two other ship in active service, the Concordia and the Union.

By 2665, Confed had all but given up on the Terran Confederation class. Not willing to lose more personnel or funding on the project, the Alliance, which was nearing completion, was ordered cancelled. An assesment board analyzed both Concordia and Union and determined that the Concordia was far better off. The Union was littered with bugs and glitches. The Union was actually decommissioned three months later. 

The Concordia remained in service, having her main battery rendered inactive in February of 2668. She fought valiantly at the Battle of Earth were she survived heavy battle damage. She was lost the next year in 2669 off the Mistal Coast on Vespus.

TCS Terran Confederation (2657-2660, was assigned CVS-14 in 2660, vessel destroyed in 2664 when main battery overloaded)

TCS Concordia (3) (2661, assigned the CVS-65 designation, lost in combat in Vespus, 2669)

TCS Union (2663, vessel decommissioned in 2665 due to critical design flaws in main gun, shielding systems, and propulsion)

TCS Alliance (scheduled for a 2665 completion date, but cancelled while 77% complete due to inherrent design flaws in the Phase-Transit cannon concept)

Wake Island class Escort Carrier

Hull designation: CVE

The escort carrier program came about late in the year 2666. That previous year, many carriers had been lost to enemy action and it appeared that Confed would be short many fighter platforms until more 

Concordia class Carriers came online. The Admiralty pushed for the conversion of twenty civilian medium cargo transports to act as fighter carriers. By 2668 there were already many war losses that convinced Confed to design an Escort Carrier from the ground up, the result was the Eagle class that would continue production well after the war.

TCS Wake Island

TCS Crete

TCS Guadalcanal

TCS Sevastopol (designated CVE-04 in 2667)

TCS Gallipoli

TCS Normandy (designated CVE-06 in 2667)

TCS Saipan

TCS Tarawa (designated CVE-08 in 2667)

TCS Iwo Jima

TCS Firekka

TCS Enigma

TCS Bataan (designated CVE-12 in 2667)

TCS Okinawa

TCS Khorsan

TCS Repleetah

TCS Chosin

TCS Guam

TCS Munro

TCS Belleau Wood

Lexington class Fleet Carrier

Hull designation: CV

TCS Lexington (2668)

TCS Jackson (2668)

TCS Eisenhower (2) (2668) 

TCS Roosevelt (2668)

TCS Jackson (2669)

TCS Quinson (2669)

TCS Chester A. Arthur (2669)

TCS John Major (2669)

Eagle class Escort Carrier

Hull designation: CVE

Similar to the older Wake Island-class Escort Carrier, these ships were not conversions of merchantmen, they were built as carriers from the keel up.

TCS Eagle (2669)

TCS Majestic (2669)

TCS Glory (2670)

Vesuvius class Heavy Fleet Carrier

Hull designation: CV

TCS Vesuvius (2673, assigned the designation CV-70, destroyed by Border Worlds Forces)

TCS Mount Saint Helens (2673, assigned the designation CV-71, destroyed by the forces of the 'Aligned Peoples' in 2681)

TCS Fujiyama (2674, assigned the designation CV-72)

TCS Eisen (2674, assigned the designation CV-73)

TCS McKinnely (2675, assigned the designation CV-74)

Midway class Heavy Fleet Carrier

Hull designation: CVX (sometime in the future, this may change to CV like previous carriers)

TCS Midway (2) (2681, designated CVX-01)

TCS Mistral Sea (2681, designated CVX-02)

